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Five

RENAISSANCE ON THE 
MOUNTAIN OF RELIGION

The Mountain of the Religion is the sphere of society where there 
is a battle over whom one directly and intentionally worships as God. 
This is the mountain from which the church is based, and since it is 
the realm that will experience the most thorough overhaul of all the 
mountains, we will spend a little more time on it than the others. Over 
the next thirty-five years, a most intense reformation will take place 
both in the church and on this mountain overall. In this chapter, I 
want to address present and coming trends, as well as explore what 
Renaissance looks like on this mountain.
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Current Statistics on World Religions
Though there is significant dispute over statistics about religion, 

and even some intention to deceive on the part of certain adherents 
through false reporting, I will share the numbers that seem most 
credible to me. These are from the Center for the Study of Global 
Christianity at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary.5

• There will be 2.6 billion Christians in the world by the year 
2020. (I have read reports that we have already reached that 2.6 
billion figure, as well as one that states that, as of 2014, we are 
at 2.4 billion. In any case, it is a rapidly growing figure that now 
approaches or exceeds one in every three people on the planet.)

• Islam has between 1 and 1.2 billion adherents.

• Hinduism and Buddhism both have adherents in the hundreds 
of millions.

These numbers mean that, mathematically, Christianity is taking 
over the world. It is at its highest percentage ever and is growing faster 
than the world’s birthrate. Some projections have Christianity grow-
ing at more than 100 million a year over the next several years, and 
then only increasing after that.

The term Christians reflects all who claim to be followers of 
Jesus Christ. That includes Catholics who may or may not have had 
a clear conversion experience, as well as lukewarm or even hypocriti-
cal Christians. There are over 30,000 denominations in this category, 
and many within those groups don’t believe that others fit their version 
of a “real” Christian. Clearly, there is a need to both acknowledge the 
mixed company that comes under the name Christianity and to state 
the need for allowing God to be the ultimate Judge on who is “in” and 
who is “out.” My take is that it is my duty to accept whoever acknowl-
edges that salvation is only through Jesus Christ and who believes that 

5. Todd Johnson, et al., “Christianity 2015: Religious Diversity and Personal Contact,” 
International Bulletin of Missionary Research 39 no. 1 (January 2015), http://www.
gordonconwell.edu/resources/documents/1IBMR2015.pdf.
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for himself or herself, as a brother or sister, and let God do the final 
judging.

The Geographical Trend: From Europe 
to Africa, Asia, and Latin America

Though Christianity 
has theoretically been pop-
ular for a long time, there is 
a real changing face to what 
modern-day Christianity 
looks like. Whereas before 
1900, there were only a rela-
tive handful of Pentecostal/
charismatic Christians, 
there are now in the vicin-
ity of 640 to 700 million 
followers of Jesus Christ 
who have doctrinal state-
ments that prioritize the person, presence, and power of the Holy Spirit. 
This is, of course, a phenomenal trend, as it means that close to one in 
ten on the planet are such. Of this total, an estimated 120 to 160 mil-
lion are Catholic charismatics,6 and they are experiencing a tremendous 
growth spurt that will only accelerate as the influence of fellow charis-
matic Pope Francis expands. This, too, is a phenomenal trend. Wow, 
almost one tenth of the world is Holy Spirit-filled and empowered!

Another major trend is a moving away from European-based and 
European-style Christianity and a moving toward African, Asian, 
and Latin American styles of Christianity. In terms of Christianity, 
Europe was the center of the world for centuries. That situation has 
greatly shifted, to the extent that Europe is now largely seen as one of 

6. Todd Johnson, et al., “Christianity 2015”; http://www.catholicnews.com/data/
stories/cns/1303443.htm; http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/2269/the_
charismatic_renewal_and_the_catholic_church.aspx.
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the tougher mission fields. Both Europe and North America are de-
clining in their percentage of Christians. Meanwhile, Africa has gone 
from nearly 115 million Christians in 1970 to about 540 million. Asia 
has grown from 91.5 million Christians in 1970 to about 376 million. 
Latin America has increased from about 263 million Christians in 
1970 to more than 575 million.7

The Theological Trend: To the Person 
and Work of the Holy Spirit

What marks this shifting central face of Christianity to Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America is the new style of Christianity that is prolif-
erating around the planet. For centuries, the Christianity that spread 
around the globe was a very heady, rules-oriented, Pharisee-like brand 
of Christianity that had no qualms about imposing itself on people, 
similar to the way ardent Islam does today. That particular brand of 
Christianity dominated much of the world with an expression that 
gave very little attention to the person of the Holy Spirit and His 
manifestations of power. In fact, the dominant brand of Christianity 
from 1500 to 1900 would heavily persecute those few believers who 
dared to believe that healing is still for today; that authority over de-
mons is for today; that signs, wonders, and miracles are for today; 
that apostles and prophets are still for today; and so on. It’s a good 
thing that brand of European-style Christianity is continuing to lose 
its traction and appeal. Across the globe, that form of Christianity 
is more likely to be the greatest enemy of the advancing church than 
the foundation for the new thing God is doing. It certainly doesn’t 
have to be the enemy of the advancing church, but it is following the 
familiar pattern of an old, corrupted movement of God persecuting a 
new movement of God.

The new face of Christianity is much more passionate, emotional, 
and Holy Spirit-centric. It, too, has many excesses and needed upgrades, 

7. Todd Johnson, et al., “Christianity 2015.”
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but it is a more preferable model of Christianity than the European-
based model. It’s less orderly and less predictable, but those two factors 
are the very thing that makes it more desirable. The new Christianity 
understands that it must advance through influence rather than force, 
and there is no greater influencer on the planet than the Holy Spirit. 
It’s why the present growth and trend is unstoppable—because where 
the Holy Spirit has freedom to move, there is no slowing down.

The Two Competing Faces of 
Christianity: John Calvin and  

George Fox
Perhaps the shifting face of Christianity can best be seen as 

the final outcome of the fruit of two giants of the faith. These two 
are John Calvin, whom we talked about briefly in the previous chap-
ter, and George Fox. If John Calvin is a snapshot of the fading face 
of Christianity, then George Fox embodies the emerging trend in 
Christianity. Let’s look at the two of them and use this history lesson 
to assist us in knowing and agreeing with where the Holy Spirit is tak-
ing the church in this Era of Renaissance.

John Calvin (1509–1564)

John Calvin was a Frenchman who spent much of his pastoral ca-
reer in Geneva, Switzerland. He was perhaps the most famous figure 
of the Protestant Reformation era other than Martin Luther. His last-
ing influence has been much greater than Luther’s, mostly because of 
his extensive writings on Christian doctrine, the most well-known of 
which is his Institutes of the Christian Religion. Calvin was originally 
trained as a humanist lawyer, and that background surely influenced 
his approach to systematic doctrine and theology. He was greatly 
influenced by the writings and doctrine of Augustine, and it is from 
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Augustine that he derived his views on predestination and original 
sin.8

Through Calvin’s presence and influence, Geneva became the epi-
center of the Protestant Reformation movement. Calvin is widely seen 
as the intellectual father of all denominations that count predestina-
tion as a significant doctrine. Many people still think of him as a utopi-
an leader, especially because of his ability to turn a city such as Geneva 
into the “Jerusalem” of that day, as it has been called. However, Calvin’s 
overbearing tactics disqualify his methodology as having any value for 
us today. He had no qualms about implementing standards in the city 
that allowed him to imprison, beat, torture, and even execute those 
who bucked his orderly system of righteousness. As I stated previously, 
he personally oversaw the execution by drowning of Anabaptists min-
isters, as well as the execution of scores of other believers who dis-
agreed with his views. Though he was a brilliant thinker with redemp-
tive ideas—mixed in with views that weren’t redemptive—he is still a 
clear picture of what we are moving away from.

George Fox (1624–1690)

Englishman George Fox was not born until sixty years after the 
death of Calvin, but he came from a strongly Puritan village of firm 
Calvinists. George Fox was the founder of the Quakers, who exist to 
this day but with only traces of the truth and grace that Fox carried. He 
was a very influential leader in England and also in America, which he 
visited in 1672, only sixteen years after the first Quakers arrived there. 
In both England and America, Fox’s Quakers were greatly persecuted 
by Calvin’s Puritans, yet the Quakers carried so much of the Holy 
Spirit that, during Fox’s lifetime and for a season after his death, it 

8. The doctrine of predestination asserts that God has freely and unchangeably 
ordained whatever comes to pass. This includes every evil thing that occurs. God 
also has predetermined who will be saved and who will not. Thus, the decision about 
your eternal destination has already been made for you. The doctrine of original sin 
maintains that the whole human race sinned in Adam when Adam sinned. Therefore, 
all people are born guilty before they make one decision. Even newborn babies are 
under the wrath and curse of God, already guilty and condemned.
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seemed that they would become the dominant brand of Christianity in 
both of those nations. When William Penn founded Pennsylvania in 
1682, it became a Quaker 
stronghold, as did much 
of New Jersey and North 
Carolina. By the early 
1700s, the Quakers were a 
prominent political, social, 
and economic group in the 
colonies. They were the 
largest religious society 
in Rhode Island, and for 
many consecutive terms 
won all of the governor-
ships there.9

Throughout the colo-
nies, the reputation of the 
Quakers was that they 
were hardworking, trust-
worthy, industrious, pros-
perous, socially respected, 
and very spiritual. As 
the eighteenth century 
settled in, they seemed to 
be poised as the defining Christian religion of America. All of that 
changed as they drifted from Fox’s primary, defining tenets of spiri-
tuality, which combined “inwardly to God, and outwardly to man.”10 
Their moving away from the “outwardly to man” principle caused them 
to later lose their preeminent place in American influence. And yet, for 
the next 200 years, it would be Quakers who would lead most of the 
initiatives for societal reform.

9. “Quaker History,” Downington Friends Meeting, http://
downingtownfriendsmeeting.org/quakerhistory.htm.
10. George Fox, George Fox’s Journal (London: Isbister and Company Limited, 1903), 2, 
http://www.markfoster.net/rn/George_Fox_s_Journal.pdf.
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John Woolman, a Quaker, became the apostle of the abolitionist 
movement; he should probably be the most honored spiritual leader 
in American history. Through his writings, Woolman influenced 
abolitionist William Wilberforce in England. He also influenced the 
Quaker denomination, which, for decades, stood alone in opposing 
slavery, supporting just treatment of the Indians, and validating wom-
en and their rights, both inside and outside of church.

The following are other Quakers who led societal reform in 
America and England. Levi Coffin, called the “President of the 
Underground Railroad,” was responsible for rescuing and taking care 
of thousands of slaves. Lucretia Mott and Susan B. Anthony were the 
principal figures in bringing women’s rights to the forefront as they 
fought not only for a woman’s right to vote but also a woman’s right 
to earn wages, to keep her wages, to own property, to have rights to 
her children should she be divorced, and other similar justice reali-
ties of today. Joseph John Gurney and Elizabeth Fry were the initial 
campaigners for prison reform, and because of their efforts, many pris-
ons were upgraded in every way, starting with the treatment of women 
in prisons. All in all, virtually every societal reformation advance was 
spearheaded by a Quaker, and almost every societal reformation at-
tempt was fought against by a Puritan or by the denominational de-
scendants of Puritans. Therefore, I say that George Fox represents the 
better picture of the new face of Christianity.

Competing Doctrines of Calvin and Fox

I want to list several competing doctrines between Calvin and Fox 
that I believe exemplify why we are headed away from Calvinism and 
into that which more closely resembles Fox’s doctrinal approach.

1. Original Sin Versus Inner Light

The central idea behind the doctrine of original sin, represented by 
Calvin, is that man is a wretched sinner worthy of hell, but if a person 
will recognize this reality and how distasteful he is to God, then God 
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will forgive him and Jesus will come into his heart, thereby enabling 
the person to be acceptable to God and to have eternal life. (Consider 
Jonathan Edwards’ sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”) 
On the other hand, the central idea behind Inner Light, represented 
by Fox, is that man’s origin is from God, the Father of Lights, and 
therefore all people have an inner light available to be addressed and 
spoken to.

Although the doctrine of original sin does reflect biblical truth 
about fallen human nature (see Romans 5:12–19), the problem is 
that it causes people to focus on their sins and failures, thus forming 
a wrong foundation for their identity as human beings. In contrast, 
the doctrine of Inner Light shifts the focus from humanity’s sin to hu-
manity being made in God’s image; thus, the missional task, rather 
than making people feel condemned, is to get people to agree with that 
understanding and to, in essence, return to God as their Source. In 
this view, the only path to a restored relationship with God is still the 
blood of Jesus, which atones for our sin; although Fox didn’t explicitly 
talk about the blood of Jesus as necessary for salvation, it is clear from 
his writings that that is where he stood.

The Inner Light focus is illustrated for us in the parable of the 
prodigal son. (See Luke 15:11–32.) This parable demonstrates that all 
people originally come from the Father, and that the real rejoicing in 
the Father’s house occurs when a son comes to realize who his Father 
truly is and thus desires to return to Him. In my view, this emphasis 
is far more effective for winning to Christ those who don’t yet know 
they are indeed sons of God. Rather than imagine that our Father can’t 
stand them until they come to Jesus (the idea promoted by the origi-
nal sin doctrine), they can know that He is waiting with open arms 
every day for them to recognize that they belong in His house and 
that, through Jesus, they can have access to return home. I believe this 
approach to be the evangelistic trend of the future. Again, it is not that 
God hates us apart from Jesus; rather, we came from God, He has 
always loved us, and He ever waits for us to come back to Him. God 
doesn’t embrace us only after we come to Him though Jesus. It is in 
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fact because of His profound love for us that He sent Jesus to die for us 
“while we were yet sinners” (Romans 5:8).

2. Predestination Versus “There Is That of God in Everyone”

As mentioned earlier, the Calvinist doctrine of predestination is 
that God has, in essence, already planned everything out, and we are 

just fulfilling the role He 
has assigned us. God has al-
ready determined who gets 
saved and who doesn’t. He 
made that decision before 
the foundation of the earth, 
and there is nothing we can 
do to change His mind. This 
doctrine seems to be one of 
the most illogical and damn-
ing doctrines on the planet 
because, in effect, it makes 
God the author of every 
evil that occurs on earth. 
Though I believe the weight 
of Scripture to be entirely 
in the free will camp, it is 
still possible to isolate cer-
tain passages in the Bible to 
seemingly validate this hor-
rendous doctrine of predes-
tination, which turns God 

into a megalomaniacal monster. When a theology of God is invented 
that makes Him into One who does not hear the cry of the oppressed, 
who is not just and fair, who gives no second chances, who cannot be 
entreated, who can ignore His very image in those whom He has cre-
ated—then, to me, it qualifies as a horrendous doctrine. This doctrine 
twists the true character of God.

There is a very logical 

reason why the Puritans 

and subsequent 

denominations were 

the spiritual defenders 

of racism and sexism, 

while the Quakers were 

the resisters of racism 

and sexism.
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If, in trying to prove God’s sovereignty, you have to preclude His 
very character, then you are doing Him an astronomical disservice. 
Furthermore, there is a cultural consequence or societal ramification 
of this way of thinking—it creates a seedbed for racism and sexism. 
When you believe that God has already decided people’s lot in life, 
whether for good or for bad, then it makes it convenient to believe, for 
example—by extension of logic—that slaves were made to be slaves 
and thus should not buck what has been predestined by God. It makes 
it easy to believe that women were called to be subservient to men and 
therefore should just accept their predestined role. There is a very logi-
cal reason why the Puritans and subsequent denominations were the 
spiritual defenders of racism and sexism, while the Quakers were the 
resisters of racism and sexism. I submit that Calvinism laid the foun-
dation, through the doctrine of predestination, for blacks, Indians, 
and women to essentially be considered disposable. Again, predestina-
tion lays a seedbed for racism and sexism, as well as every other kind 
of discrimination. This does not mean that every Calvinist automati-
cally embraced discriminatory beliefs, but the doctrinal foundation for 
them was certainly put in place. Original core Calvinism was fraught 
with doctrinal error that carried great negative societal implications. 
In my opinion, the doctrine of predestination leads its adherents to 
ask, subconsciously if not consciously, “If God does not equally love 
human beings of all genders, races, and nationalities, then why should 
we love them equally?” That is why I say this doctrine distorts God’s 
image by disregarding or misunderstanding our Father’s universal love 
for all people.

George Fox, on the other hand, taught and believed that there is 
“that of God in everyone who Christ Himself seeks to speak to.” He 
believed the mission was to search out this God in everyone and to seek 
to get the individual to agree to live in accord with who God made them 
to be. As you see, this is closely related to the first doctrinal compari-
son we made in which Fox recognized an Inner Light in all. Though we 
might call this a difference of doctrine from predestination, it is actu-
ally stronger than that. It is a difference of God-view. Remember that 
A. W. Tozer said, “What you think about God is the most important 
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thing about you.” Nowhere is this truer than with this matter. Fox’s 
teaching that there is “that of God in everyone” was not only a theoreti-
cal belief, but it also carried societal ramifications. Fox applied it first 
in church meetings, where he believed it was possible for anyone to be 
moved on by the Spirit and to share something that would benefit all. 
Therefore, in his meetings, women were free to speak, as were even 
children. He believed the biblical insight that “there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

The cultural consequences of this style of meeting were profound. 
The Quaker God-view, established by Fox, made it explicitly clear that 
all people carry intrinsic value because of the Light that is in them and 
that this inherent value extended to women, blacks, Indians, slaves, 
children, and anyone else. In the centuries after Fox, it would be his 
followers, with this doctrinal underpinning, who would contend for 
the abolition of slavery, for fair treatment of the Indians, for women’s 
rights, for prisoners’ rights, and more.

Many subsequent denominations were not at the forefront of the 
abolitionist movement and other social movements until very late in 
the game. By and large, these groups were the resisters of such change. 
For example, there was no denomination other than the Quakers con-
tending for eliminating slavery during the Great Awakening (1730s–
1740s). Individual pastors and other leaders joined in abolition efforts, 
but not whole denominations. So again, this was not just a doctrinal 
debate—it was a significant difference in God-view that had profound 
societal ramifications. Let us look at one case in point.

George Whitfield is one of the foremost revivalists in British and 
American history. Many wonderful things could be said about him, 
and, in fact, have been said about him over the years. However, here I 
wish only to point out a societal ramification of the Calvinism that he 
believed.

In 1735, over 125 years before the Civil War, the American colony 
of Georgia outlawed slavery, under the leadership and inspiration of 
James Oglethorpe. Stop and think about that a moment. A full 125 
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years before America went to war over slavery, there was enough 
awareness of the wrongfulness of slavery for a whole colony to out-
law it.11 So when and why did Georgia revert to allowing slavery? The 
answer to the “when” is 1751; on January 1, the ban on slavery was re-
scinded, making it legal again to own slaves.12 The answer to the “why” 
is George Whitfield.

British George Whitfield and American Jonathan Edwards were 
the two great religious figures of the Great Awakening. During that 
time, Whitfield made a couple of tours through the colonies. It must 
be understood that Whitfield stands out as perhaps the most famous 
preacher in England and America in the eighteenth century. In 1749, 
Whitfield came into Georgia on one of his revival tours, but besides 
doing that, he also intensely campaigned for the ban on slavery to be 
overturned. He expounded in detail how the colony would never be 
prosperous without the work of slaves. He came back to Georgia in 
1751 and again campaigned heavily for the legalization of slavery. He 
wrote passionate pleas to the Georgia Trustees advocating slavery, so 
that even his own plantation in Georgia could be profitable. Largely 
through his significant influence, the ban on slavery was removed six-
teen years after it had been instituted.13

It is truly appalling to realize that at about the same time that a 
Fox disciple named John Woolman was touring the colonies pleading 
with people to end the abominable slave trade, a Calvin disciple named 
George Whitfield, who was perhaps the key figure in having slavery 
reinstituted into a colony, was arguing the opposite. How different our 
entire nation’s history might have been had Georgia been permitted 
to lead the way in showing economic prosperity apart from slavery. 
Perhaps more appalling is that today, throughout evangelicalism, it is 

11. Some economic reasons contributed to the decision as well. See Betty 
Wood, “Slavery in Colonial Georgia,” New Georgia Encyclopedia, http://www.
georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/slavery-colonial-georgia. 
12. Ibid. 
13. Kyle Painter, Constructing the Past: Vol. 2: 1, Article 5 (2001), 32–36, http://
digitalcommons.iwu.edu/constructing/vol2/iss1/5; Thomas Walker, “George 
Whitefield,” Our Campaigns, http://www.ourcampaigns.com/CandidateDetail.
html?CandidateID=230048.
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often the name of Whitfield that is championed as ministers call for 
another revival, while the name of the heroic reformer John Woolman 
is hardly known. The following is George Whitfield’s penned defense 
of slavery, in a letter to a friend:

As for the lawfulness of keeping slaves, I have no doubt, since 
I hear of some that were bought with Abraham’s money, and 
some were born in his house. And I can’t help thinking, that 
some of those servants mentioned by the Apostles in their 
epistles, were or had been slaves. It is plain...though liberty is 
a sweet thing to such as are born free, yet to those who never 
knew the sweets of it, slavery perhaps may not be so irksome. 
However this be, it is plain to a demonstration, that hot coun-
tries cannot be cultivated without negroes. What a flourish-
ing country might Georgia have been, had the use of them 
been permitted years ago? How many white people have been 
destroyed for want of them...I should think myself highly fa-
voured if I could purchase a good number of them, in order to 
make their lives comfortable, and lay a foundation for breeding 
up their posterity in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
You know, dear Sir, that I had no hand in bringing them into 
Georgia; though my judgment was for it, and so much money 
was yearly spent to no purpose, and I was strongly importuned 
thereto, yet I would not have a negro on my plantation, till 
the use of them was publicly allowed in the colony. Now this 
is done, dear sir, let us reason no more about it, but diligently 
improve the present opportunity for their instruction.14

When, through his influence, slavery was reinstated in Georgia, 
Whitfield purchased slaves to work at his Bethesda Orphanage and to 
run his Bethesda Plantation. Is this all supposed to be overlooked as 
unimportant history because Whitfield was a fiery revivalist? I think 
not. Whitfield’s segregated way of thinking of Negroes versus white 

14. George Whitefield, The Works of the Reverend George Whitefield, M.A., Vol. II. 
(London: Edward and Charles Dilly, 1771, digitized by New York Public Library), 
404–405, https://archive.org/details/worksreverendge04whitgoog.
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men is a natural outcome of predestination and elect thinking. If, in 
his mind, God had no qualms about predetermining that blacks were 
meant to be slaves, then why would Whitfield have a conscience about 
it? The societal ramifications of predestination expose it as the horren-
dous doctrine that it is.

I would like to not be so harsh on Whitfield and say that he just didn’t 
know better due to the times in which he lived. Keep in mind, however, 
that in this same period, there was an entire Christian denomination, 
the Quakers, that was increasingly raising the consciousness of the na-
tion as to the evils of slavery. James Oglethorpe himself was an Anglican 
man of privilege, and he was 
already known as an avowed 
abolitionist.15 How was it pos-
sible for a man of God to not 
know that God would value 
the lives of those known as 
Negroes? The answer is that 
to embrace full Calvinism is 
to embrace the ramifications 
of its doctrines—believing in 
a God who is not merciful, or 
just, or humane but who rath-
er cold-heartedly sticks to an 
arbitrary plan, assigning lives 
of comfort to some and horri-
ble existences to others. I don’t 
know if I have the right to do 
this, but on behalf of George 
Whitfield, who is surely now 
aware of his great errors, I ask 

15. Edwin L. Jackson, “James Oglethorpe 1696–1785,” New Georgia Encyclopedia, 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/james-
oglethorpe-1696–1785.
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all blacks for forgiveness for the profound ignorance and darkness of 
heart revealed through his words.

I should also point out that Jonathan Edwards himself had no 
qualms about slavery, and history records that in 1747, even after 
leading two rounds of the Great Awakening revival, he purchased a 
slave named Venus for 80 pounds. It seems clear that one of God’s 
desired outcomes for the Great Awakening was to awaken the 
American consciousness to the evils of slavery. Though that seemed 
to happen with others, it was not the case with the two great revival-
ists themselves. A purpose of revival is always to address matters that 
need reforming.

Because of all of the above, I believe the moving forward trend of 
Christianity must take us away from the possibility of proclaiming a 
God who would choose a destiny of pain and misery for certain unfor-
tunate people (as in predestination). Ultimately, God must be bowed 
down to, but not because He is the neighborhood bully and we have to 
play by His rules (as predestination and the accompanying elect doc-
trines imply), but rather because He is the epitome of kindness, justice, 
and love—and His very image in us yields to that representation of 
goodness.

3. Word Priority Versus Spirit Priority

George Fox got himself in a lot of trouble with Calvin’s followers 
for proclaiming that the Spirit was superior to the written Word, or 
the Bible. Actually, Fox loved the Scriptures, but he summed up his 
thoughts in this way:

I was to direct people to the Spirit that gave forth the Scrip-
tures, by which they might be led into all truth, and up to 
Christ and God, as those had been who gave them forth.”16

16. George Fox, Journal of George Fox, Street Corner Society, http://www.strecorsoc.
org/gfox/ch02.html, chapter II.
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He understood his assignment to be this: to connect the people 
not to the Bible but to the Holy Spirit who was the One who would 
teach His people through the writings He inspired. Fox contended for 
the reality that the Source of the Scriptures had to be greater than 
the Scriptures themselves. Though this seems obviously true, many 
people have a great doctrinal fear of acknowledging the Holy Spirit to 
be greater than the Scriptures He inspired.

The Calvinistic position on the supremacy of the written Bible is 
easy to understand. It is based on the idea that if people have the free-
dom to stray from precisely what is written in the Sacred Constitution, 
then there is no mechanism for doctrinal control. Anyone can claim 
to have been inspired by the Holy Spirit and seek to advance an idea 
or doctrine based on that inspiration alone. There is no doubt that 
those who cherish the Scriptures because of this concern have a valid 
caution. Fox himself had to rein in some of his disciples who did not 
understand the delicate balance of priorities. Fox understood that 
balance:

Yet I had no slight esteem of the Holy Scriptures. They were 
very precious to me, for I was in that Spirit by which they were 
given forth; and what the Lord opened in me [revealed to me] 
I found afterwards was agreeable to them.17

Fox saw and declared that, though the Spirit was greater than the 
Scriptures, what the Spirit spoke would always be in agreement with 
the Scriptures. That is the fine balance.

Of course, there is significant fallacy to the belief that, by solely 
sourcing the written Scriptures for our doctrines, we can avoid er-
ror or promote some higher level of unity. There are over 30,000 de-
nominations that have each chosen to separate from other Christians 
over a matter of interpretation of the supposedly clear instructions of 
the Bible. Obviously, the fear-based reasoning for disallowing extra-
biblical revelation has not held up. Additionally, it is quite amaz-
ing how the most fervent defenders of the priority of the Holy Bible 

17. Ibid.
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are the very ones who “dispensationalize” out of the Word all truth 
that doesn’t rationally appeal to them.18 Miracles, signs and wonders, 
apostles and prophets, speaking in tongues and prophesying—all 
are repeatedly validated, endorsed, and modeled by Scripture itself, 
yet somehow dispensationalist John Nelson Darby and others have 
pulled off an amazing feat of scriptural elasticity, allowing those 
things to be tossed out of the very Book they idolized.

What is so disturbing about the dispensational grid is that you 
can apparently use it to evict from the Bible any truth you are not 
comfortable with. This is further proof that the Spirit is greater than 
the Word, as the Spirit reins us in from foolishly throwing out the 
parts of the Word that we don’t have the faith to live out experientially. 
The biggest difference between charismatics and evangelicals is not 

that the former strays from 
the Scriptures and the lat-
ter stays grounded on them. 
The biggest difference is that 
charismatics value much 
more of the Scriptures, while 
evangelicals tend to have a 
dispensationally reduced 
Bible. It is the Bible itself 
that repeatedly prioritizes 
the Holy Spirit and all of His 
signs and manifestations. 
The point of the Manual (the 
Bible) is to engage with the 
Author of the Manual (the 

Holy Spirit) without fear, hesitation, or apathy.

Again, the clear trend moving forward for Christianity is the rec-
ognition that the Spirit is greater than the Word because it is the Holy 
Spirit who makes sure we properly assimilate the treasures contained 
in the Bible. As George Fox contended, if the Scriptures were equal to 
18. “Dispensationalism” includes the belief that signs, wonders, and miracles are not for 
today but were only for a certain dispensation, or time period.

Minus the Holy Spirit, 

the Scriptures can be an 

instrument of death, as 

proven time and again 

in history.
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the Spirit, then you should be able to have a relationship with God sim-
ply by purchasing a Bible. This we know is impossible. Furthermore, 
2 Corinthians 3:6 says, “For the letter kills but the Spirit gives life.” Even 
the devil, when tempting Jesus in the wilderness (see, for example, 
Matthew 4:1–11), resorted to quoting Scripture. The Scriptures can 
be twisted and used to authorize some horrendous things. Minus the 
Holy Spirit, they can be an instrument of death, as proven time and 
again in history. The Inquisition, the murderous Crusades, Calvin’s 
executions of other pastors, the Puritans’ executions of Quakers—all 
were done surrounded by quite a bit of biblical quoting. Only the Holy 
Spirit can put the brakes on the deadly foolishness people commit 
with the supposed validation of the Bible.

George Fox, based on his Spirit-priority perspective, went around 
healing the sick, casting out demons, and prophetically “reading people’s 
mail” (receiving discernment or a word of knowledge from the Lord 
about them). The members of the group he founded were known as the 
“Quakers” because when they would wait on the Holy Spirit, He would 
show up, and individuals and sometimes even whole buildings would 
quake with the impact. A Spirit-led life does not afford you all the guar-
anteed but limited outcomes of living only by biblical principles. A bib-
lical principle should always lead to the essence of the Word—the Holy 
Spirit. If you give preeminence to the Holy Spirit, He just might mess 
up your orderly plan, but He will also supernaturally infuse you or the 
place where you are with an answer from heaven. When He shows up 
in power, His visitation is rarely the epitome of order. (See, for example, 
Acts 2.) Religion often brings order, but it’s usually stifled order. The 
Holy Spirit brings life. John Calvin was into order. George Fox was into 
life. The advancing church will always prioritize life over order.

4. Anti-Semitism Versus Honoring the Jews

Perhaps no aspect of the old face of European Christianity is 
more disturbing and regrettable than its anti-Semitism—its prejudice 
or hostility against the Jews. It is the ultimate indicator of the weak-
ness of the brand of Christianity that has principally been exhibited 



70  The Seven Mountain Renaissance

throughout the history of Christianity from right after the apostles’ 
days up until the last few decades. It is not coincidental that, to the 
same degree that the person and work of the Holy Spirit has been high-
lighted and valued in recent years, anti-Semitism among Christians 
has been rejected.

I have done as much research as possible on George Fox and 
his views on the Jews. I must point out the obvious—we can’t refer 
to his views on Israel as a nation because such a thing did not exist 
in his day, nor did it seem possible. Yet, to the best of my ability in 
deciphering his thoughts, words, and actions, he seems to have been 
a man who felt passionately toward Jews and earnestly desired to 
reach them. From his theological premise that there is “that of God 
in everyone,” we know that he was constrained from believing the 
lie that God had predestined the Israelites to fall away and become 
reprobate. It is quite remarkable that Fox could resist the tide of 
Christian anti-Semitism of his day, as it was so pervasive. It seems 
clear that if he were not a man of the Spirit, he also would have been 
deceived, misunderstanding the Scriptures and joining in the anti-
Semitism accepted by much of what was called the church in that 
day.

Fox did write several treatises that attempted to convince the Jews 
that Christ was their Messiah. He and his wife, Margaret Fell Fox, 
had their messages translated into Hebrew, showing their passion to 
reach the Jews. He clearly considered it a valuable use of his time and 
saw it as something of importance to the Holy Spirit, whom he priori-
tized at all times. We must understand that Fox was not looking for 
conversions in the sense we think of today, because they thought about 
it in a different way; he did not ask people to repeat a “sinner’s prayer” 
that would once and for all seal them for eternity. So, when Fox and 
his wife were reaching out to Jews, it was not in order to get them to 
pray the sinner’s prayer but that they might know that Jesus was their 
Messiah.

John Calvin, on the other hand, was decidedly anti-Semitic, as 
were virtually all of the fathers of the Protestant Reformation and the 
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leaders of the Catholic Church. It was not that Calvin started anti-
Semitism, but he did yield to the prevailing Christian thought of his 
day and was also strongly influenced by the centuries-old belief that 
the Jews were a damned race because of their role in the crucifix-
ion of Jesus. There is a good reason why Jews today are slow to trust 
Christians; if they know their history, they can easily shake their heads 
over why many Christians suddenly respect, love, and honor their race 
when for centuries Christians dismissed them. However, we are finally 
beginning to model a Christianity that is less offensive to the God we 
serve because the Holy Spirit is making us into a people who under-
stand His heart.

Part of the frustration toward Jews that John Calvin carried was 
their lack of response to the Christianity of the day—a Christianity 
that I, too, would not have responded well to. The Jews of that time 
had almost no interest in the brand of Christianity being bandied 
about by the reformers. Calvin’s views on God having elect ones did 
extend to the Jews; he knew by the Scriptures that at least a remnant 
of Jews must come to recognize Jesus as Messiah. The problem was 
that none of the Jews were buying what the Protestants were selling 
from a theological perspective, which was really irritating to both him 
and Luther, who was an even more severe anti-Semite. Calvin said of 
the Jews,

Their rotten and unbending stiffneckedness deserves that 
they be oppressed unendingly without measure or end and 
that they die in their misery without the pity of anyone.19

When you believe it is proper for anyone to “die in their misery 
without the pity of anyone,” it can be revealing that this is your per-
spective of who God is and what He is capable of. That Calvin would 
address the entire race of Jews in such a hopeless manner is disturbing. 
He also wrote of the Jews,

19. John Calvin as quoted in Gerhard Falk, The Jew in Christian Theology (Jefferson, 
NC: McFarland and Company, 1931).
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I have had much conversation with many Jews: I have never 
seen either a drop of piety or a grain of truth or ingenuous-
ness—nay, I have never found common sense in any Jew.20

This statement reveals a general anti-Semitic character to his 
thoughts about the Jews, and it really is important to identify this 
as a significant matter. Honestly, the negative role of Protestant 
Christianity in promoting anti-Semitism must be underscored. 
Martin Luther wrote some of the most vitriolic things about Jews 

that have ever been writ-
ten anywhere, and there is 
strong connective evidence 
that Hitler and the Nazis 
felt validated by Luther and 
his writings.21 It is not just a 
coincidence that the nation 
that produced Luther is the 
same nation that produced 
Hitler. It seems almost ob-
vious that the anti-Semitic 
seeds that Luther planted 
in Germany were harvested 
in Hitler’s life. It is well-
established that Hitler’s 
soldiers would go from 
their day at the extermina-
tion camps to taking their 
families to their Lutheran 

churches. Yes, some of the Lutherans were misled by Hitler, but hon-
estly, most of them had already inherited this anti-Semitism. It was 
already in their religious DNA.

20. John Calvin, “Daniel 2:44–45,” Calvin’s Commentary on Daniel, Christian Classics 
Ethereal Library, http://www.ccel.org/ccel/calvin/comment3/comm_vol24/htm/viii.
xxviii.htm.
21. See, for example, Robert Michael, Holy Hatred: Christianity, Antisemitism, and the 
Holocaust (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006), 119.

The Jews are supposed 

to reject all inferior 

brands of Christianity, 

and they will ultimately 

accept only that which is 

birthed and bathed in the 

Father’s love.
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Therefore, when we look ahead to the Christian trends away from 
the old face of Christianity toward the new, we must recognize the 
supremely important shift taking place to honor Israel and the Jews. 
The Jews are the original root that we are grafted into through faith in 
Jesus Christ (see Romans 11:17–24), through which we have access to 
the original covenant that God made with Abraham. Abraham is the 
common bond, but it is through our faith in God (by Jesus Christ) that 
we connect to the same promises Abraham attained through his faith 
in God. It is not our primary assignment to attempt to transaction-
ally convert Jews; rather it is our privilege to love and honor them for 
belonging to the original root that brought forth our Lord and Savior. 
Our biblical commission is to provoke them to jealousy with the level 
of God-likeness we display. (See Romans 11:11–12.) A significant sign 
that we are finally carrying the correct brand of Christianity is that it 
will be attractive to the Jews, not so much in an intellectual capacity 
but on a heart level. Their internal “knower” will go off, convincing 
them that they are hearing truth. If we do our part, we can trust the 
Holy Spirit to do His part. The Jews are supposed to reject all inferior 
brands of Christianity, and they will ultimately accept only that which 
is birthed and bathed in the Father’s love. They will one day look at 
Him whom they rejected and mourn for Him, but we are to be the 
vehicle of the grace that God will pour out on them.

And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication: then they will look 
at Me whom they have pierced. Yes they will mourn for Him as 
one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for 
a firstborn. (Zechariah 12:10)

Final Thoughts on the Comparison Between Calvin and Fox

My purpose in reviewing the contrasting beliefs of Calvin 
and Fox is to give us a practical picture of the changing face of 
Christianity today. Again, John Calvin is representative of where 
we have been, and George Fox is representative of where we are 
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going. I cannot ultimately vouch for every theological statement or 
doctrine of Fox, but suffice it to say that as far ahead of the pack as 
he was almost 400 years ago, I am certain that if he had lived into 
the twenty-first century, he would have been the lead domino for 
the church today.

In fact, in 2012, I had a special encounter with the presence of 
the Lord one night in which He told me that I was a carrier of George 
Fox’s torch. It wasn’t that I was the only one carrying his torch, but 
that I was one of those who came in the same spirit as Fox. This led 
me to a time of deep research into Fox’s writings and into who he 
was. During this process, I had the privilege of visiting his gravesite in 
London, England. I believe that as the church and as a nation, we owe 
a great debt of gratitude to this man of God. He truly was a forerun-
ner in many things that are only now becoming characteristic of the 
church as a whole.

Fox didn’t have a clearly developed theology on many things, 
because he went totally outside the box and tried to live by sim-
ply being responsive to the Holy Spirit. Women thrived under his 
ministry because he was a very early voice validating the abilities 
of women to carry leadership and the anointing of God. He was 
imprisoned many times for his views, once specifically for declaring 
that women were also made in God’s image. If you think our brand 
of Christianity is weak today, just know that it has been enor-
mously upgraded from what it was. The Protestant Reformation 
reformed almost nothing compared to what is left to be reformed. 
Luther gained for us the truth that salvation was by faith in Jesus 
Christ alone, which is huge. But he did not advance in much else 
of significant value. It took great courage for him to do even that, 
and thus we applaud him, but there is still an immense amount of 
forward progress in reformation to be made. In the next section of 
this chapter on the Mountain of Religion, I want to specifically ad-
dress coming areas of Renaissance that will be taking place through 
the year 2050.
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The Church Renaissance: 2015–2050
I should point out that in my last prophetic book on the Seven 

Mountains, entitled The Seven Mountain Mantle, I covered basically 
what I could see up until 2015. I really could not see much further than 
that; I perhaps even felt that things were progressing at a quicker pace 
than they really are. Though things are advancing at an unprecedented 
pace, there is the reality check that the things that need to be accom-
plished before Jesus comes will take decades or centuries to complete; 
they won’t be completed in just a handful of years.

Generally, as leaders in the church and other believers age, it is 
customary for them to begin to believe that their own approaching 
end of days means the wrapping up of things for everyone. My own 
very godly father thought he would be here when Jesus returned, and 
yet he died over nine years ago. I grew up in a movement that believed 
that the end of days, in one way or another, would be upon us shortly. 
I remember being concerned as a teenager that I would never really 
get to experience life, because I was taught that all signs were pointing 
to an imminent end. Yet decades have gone by, and those supposedly 
clear signs of the end have had to be reconsidered. I have also studied 
enough of church history to be aware that an end-times mentality has 
affected every single generation since the apostle Paul encouraged the 
unmarried to remain so because Jesus’ return was imminent. (See 1 
Corinthians 7.) Paul, too, thought Jesus would come back to earth in 
his lifetime. This means you can be very spiritually mature and even 
have many revelations and visions but still be wrong about how soon 
Jesus is returning or how soon your end-time scenario is going to play 
out. At least consider what I am saying.

Why a 100-Year Plan Is Wise

Before I begin to explain various aspects of the church in 
Renaissance, I want to share why I think it wise to make long-term 
plans. Short-term thinking has been extremely bad for Christianity, 
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and it has many negative repercussions. First of all, we find ourselves 
with very few enduring institutions because of our shortsighted ex-
pectations. For example, we complain about the extreme humanism 
and similar ideas in our colleges and universities, yet we haven’t re-
ally prioritized the founding of new institutions of higher education. 
Certainly, one part of reformation is to change the old, but the other 
part is to create the new. When we live by a narrative that says, “It’s all 
going to be over in a few years,” then we don’t find value in building 
enduring institutions. As a result, we have many shooting-star institu-
tions that rise up quickly and collapse just as quickly. It’s as if we can’t 
envision anything beyond five years, and so everything we are contend-
ing for must happen in that time frame. We operate with a microwave-
able Christianity that rarely leaves anything of substance for the next 
generation. That is now going to change.

Even as I have carried and advanced the Seven Mountain message, 
many have asked me, “Where have we seen that this actually works? 
Tell me of a nation that has been transformed.” I respond that, first of 
all, this message has only had any real traction for about five years, and 
it is highly unlikely we are going to correct centuries of neglect and so-
cietal absenteeism within that short time frame. Second, I am still able 
to give remarkable testimonies and examples of great advancements in 
nations (even if we are not yet able to point to such and such a nation 
as an example of complete transformation). It is all a work in progress, 
and we need to temper our eschatologically induced impatience, which 
is not helpful for advancing things to the next generations and posi-
tioning them for greater advances.

Consequently, as you age, you have some very clear choices before 
you. Ask yourself, “Do I continue to invest time and resources in ad-
vancing myself, or do I look to advance my children…or grandchil-
dren?” I believe the Holy Spirit guides us in wisdom for how to do 
both, because both are needed, but surely there is an urgency to begin 
to prioritize the next generation.

What would happen if we built churches not thinking about only 
the next five to ten years? What would happen if we set up learning 
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institutions thinking be-
yond that, to the next 30, 50, 
or 100 years? What would 
it look like if we established 
Harvards rather than sim-
ply schools of ministry—or 
rather in addition to our 
schools of ministry? Why 
aren’t we presently very in-
fluential in Hollywood, or 
in government, or in edu-
cation, or in media, and so 
forth? I believe it’s generally 
because we don’t go after 
positions and options that 
might require some real 
time and effort. I previously 
mentioned eschatologically 
induced impatience. Well, that mind-set also breeds eschatologically 
induced laziness. When we believe that either Jesus or the Antichrist 
is coming right around the corner, we develop shortsighted plans and 
have shortsighted dreams. I know these things because I realized that, 
until fairly recently, that is how I myself operated.

I have finally become convinced that we are not as close to the 
end-of-days scenarios as most of us think. It was initially a little de-
pressing for me to accept the idea that I will get old and apparently 
die one day without seeing the fullness of this Renaissance mani-
fested, but once I got over that hurdle, it has been very healthy for 
me and has allowed me to begin to care and plan for my children and 
their generation.

Moving Past the “Sinking Ship” Mentality

A mind-set of making long-term plans has other implications. 
For example, we as Christians have been perhaps the most negligent 

When we believe that 

either Jesus or the 

Antichrist is coming 

right around the corner, 

we develop shortsighted 

plans and have 

shortsighted dreams. 
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group at caring for our planet. This, too, is eschatologically induced, 
resulting in poor stewardship of the world God has given us. We 
have held the idea that, since Jesus is about to return, there is no 
real point in taking care of our rivers, lakes, oceans, varieties of spe-
cies, air quality, and so forth. Famed Bible teacher J. Vernon McGee 
(1904–1988), whom I listened to as a kid, was a typical voice devalu-
ing any attempt to fix things on this planet. One of his key phrases 
was, “There is no sense polishing brass on a sinking ship.” He viewed 
the world as a lost cause; hence, there was no reason to improve any-
thing. As I have been pointing out throughout this book, many of 
our doctrines do not stay confined within the walls of our churches. 
Rather, what we believe has a huge effect on how we respond to our 
day-to-day society. When one of our doctrines is faulty, it can release 
considerable damage in the world. We simply must begin to think 
long-term, while all along acknowledging that we are in the general 
scope of the last days. Again, the apostle Paul called his days the last 
days, and yes, we are closer to the end than ever before; but we are 
still probably a few generations away. Believe it, and it will help you 
to be more effective in the world.

Renaissance Trends
As we look at the forthcoming church trends, please note that they 

are all part of an ever-increasing knowledge of God. This Renaissance 
period is when His better ways of doing everything will be made evi-
dent. As a result, God will increase in fame throughout the earth. The 
church in Renaissance will be about each church finding more ways 
to reveal who and how God is. We will learn and manifest in more 
nuanced ways all the various ways that He loves. His sacrifice on the 
cross embodied how much He loves us, but He also has many more 
ways that He desires to show His love for us. Our goal will be to dis-
cover His many manifestations of love and to display them in every 
area of society. Though there will always be enemies and some level of 
peril, now is the time to increase in wisdom and in favor with God and 
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man. I believe that over the next two generations, the kingdom of God 
will so advance that it will become a popular thing to be a Christian. 
Darkness is going to begin to be pushed back to the outer fringes of 
society in many to most nations. This really is going to happen. Believe 
it, and you will become one of God’s transformative hope ambassadors 
on the planet.

Trend #1: Transitioning from Revival-mindedness to 
Reformation-mindedness

There is nothing wrong with wanting revival. We want many new 
people to come to a living relationship with Jesus Christ, and we also 
want the church to be and to feel revived. Whatever revival means to 
you, it is in fact a good thing. However, now it is time to make the 
switch into prioritizing reformation-mindedness. Whereas revival is 
about souls (and perhaps also a passionate and fully alive church), ref-
ormation is about the structures of society itself being addressed by 
the presence and the solutions of the kingdom of God. Reformation-
mindedness thinks in multigenerational terms, while revival thinking 
is usually connected to the unhelpful end-times thinking that current-
ly grips many people—the idea that we have to get everybody saved 
because Jesus is coming any day now.

In Matthew 5:14, in Jesus’ first recorded address as the Son of 
God, He said, “You are the light of the world” and then described the 
light as being on a lampstand that will light up a whole city or na-
tion. (See verse 15.) This connects well to the Seven Mountain man-
date that I’ve spoken of in my earlier books. (I do recommend you read 
those books because they further lay out the fact that our assignment 
extends beyond just making converts to Christianity.) Jesus preceded 
that statement about being light with this one: “You are the salt of the 
earth” (Matthew 5:13). He continued by saying that if you don’t show 
up with your proper saltiness, you are good for nothing but to be tram-
pled upon. This mandate also makes it clear that we have a responsibil-
ity beyond revival and that we must be reformers or transformers of 
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society. In those days, salt was used to preserve meat because people 
had no means of refrigeration. Jesus was saying, in effect, “You are the 
preservers of your society. Whatever part of society you do not preserve 
will come back to trample you.” He could have added, “And don’t think 
I will return just because you are being trampled. It just means you 
stayed in your revival salt shaker and refused to step out into reforma-
tion.” Reformational/transformational thinking takes us back to Jesus’ 
original message and His original mandate. We have somehow limited 
being salt and light to giving our testimony of salvation and contend-
ing for others to also get saved. Clearly, we have not fully understood 
the assignment, and that’s why much of society has the smell of rot 

in it, despite the large pres-
ence of Christians. This, 
too, will begin to greatly 
change over the next few 
decades. Believe it, and you 
begin the process of being 
salt and light. Proper be-
havior and action follow 
true believing.

As important as it is 
to want people to one day 

live in heaven, it is equally important to be aware that Jesus’ very first 
message was more about trying to get heaven on earth than about try-
ing to get people into heaven. In that same message, He said, “In this 
manner, therefore, pray: …Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:9–10). Somehow, we have become stuck 
with a narrative that prioritizes getting people prepared for heaven, 
yet Jesus came proclaiming a different priority—a priority of heaven 
coming down to earth. He didn’t present the sinner’s prayer in His 
first message but rather, in essence, pleaded for partners in reform-
ing society. Obviously, He also cared for people’s eternal state, but the 
scope of the kingdom of God—His better way of doing everything—is 
broader than that.

Proper behavior  

and action follow  

true believing.
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It is the famous Lord’s Prayer that informs us of heaven’s priority 
of reformation over revival (focusing only on the saving of souls). Let 
us look at Jesus’ words again:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 (Matthew 6:9–10)

The typical revivalistic, getting-saved thinking is about prioritiz-
ing the hereafter. Kingdom-come thinking is about how heaven can 
show up on earth today. When it says, “Your kingdom come…as it is in 
heaven,” it’s not talking about the transaction of getting saved, because 
that doesn’t happen in heaven. God doesn’t have periodic meetings in 
paradise where He asks for every head to be bowed and invites who-
ever wishes to raise their hand and pray the sinner’s prayer. So the 
kingdom coming to earth is not about salvations; it’s about functional-
ity and the institutions of heaven. The kingdom is the rule and reign of 
heaven, and so the mission is to manifest the rule and reign of heaven 
on earth. It is to showcase heaven’s better institutions.

Heaven is not just a place filled with happy people but a place filled 
with happy institutions. The Seven Mountains on earth also exist in 
heaven. As a reminder, the Seven Mountains are religion, education, 
family, government, economy/business, media, and celebration/arts. 
These are the seven primary spheres or structures of society in every 
nation. Jesus’ prayer was that heaven’s model of these structures would 
come manifest “on earth as it is in heaven.” This is absolutely going to 
happen, because Jesus’ prayer cannot go unanswered. Let’s briefly take 
a look at each of these areas:

1. Religion/Worship

Religion, properly understood, exists in heaven. Our religion is our 
choice of who we intentionally worship. The Mountain of Religion can 
also be called the Mountain of Worship. In heaven, our Father is hon-
ored as God, and everyone is fully aware of that reality. All around the 
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throne, worship of Him and to Him is constantly breaking out. This is 
also what’s happening throughout heaven. It is not by compulsion that 
He is the ongoing object of worship and honor. Literally no one can 
hold back from worshipping and honoring Him because the sevenfold 
beauty of who He is compels all to do so. It starts with the overwhelm-
ing awareness that we do not deserve to be in this place called heaven, 
and that God so loved everyone that He did everything possible to al-
low humans the privilege of living in His ecosystem, where every struc-
ture shouts with His goodness. As we learn what truly causes people 
to be unable to resist worshipping and honoring Him in heaven, that 
will greatly serve us on earth in defeating the counterfeit competition 
for worship and honor. So, Jesus was essentially saying, “Papa, let true 
religion show up on earth as it is in heaven.” In reality, the only true 
religion that exists is the worship and adoration of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. All other so-called religion is just a counterfeit designed 
to steal that which belongs to Him.

2. Education

There is continuing education in heaven. When we go to heaven, 
we will fully know as we are known (see 1 Corinthians 13:12), but we 
will not fully know all things. There will be ongoing learning and in-
struction throughout eternity. Mystery after mystery will be revealed 
throughout the ages. Even as here on earth, whoever is hungry to learn 
will have endless opportunities. There is in fact a glory to education 
because, ultimately, true education expands our hearts and minds into 
the greatness and majesty of God. The more we are educated about 
Him and His ways, the more we will live in awe.

I believe that the twenty-four elders in heaven spoken of in 
Revelation 4 and 5 are constantly casting their crowns at His feet and 
saying “Holy, holy, holy” because they have just been shown something 
they hadn’t previously seen. They do not cast down their crowns and 
emote because some megalomaniacal dictator has ordered them to. 
They simply can’t help doing so as they learn more about God’s ways. 
This is another means by which the Father shows His love to us—by 
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satisfying our love of learning and exploring; by rewarding our curios-
ity with insights that instill satisfaction and joy. Our assignment on 
earth is to ponder and learn through the Holy Spirit how the glory 
of instruction and education advances in heaven and then to manifest 
it on earth. The standard for education is in heaven, so we must learn 
from there, for here. This we can do through the instruction of the 
One who is the Spirit of Truth. Again, He was saying, “Papa, the way 
education functions in heaven, let it function here on earth.” This is 
what reformers from this mountain long to step into—praying, doing, 
and seeing heaven on earth.

3. Family

Not only is there family in heaven, but we are all one big family 
in Him. We all came from Him, and all who are in heaven are those 
who recognized that He is indeed our Father and that He provided ac-
cess to His family via what His Son Jesus did on the cross. Ephesians 
3:14–15 speaks of our Father’s whole family in heaven and on earth. 
Our God in heaven is also our Papa. It is yet another strand of His love 
that He shows us from the 
seven primary ways He re-
veals His love to us. Think 
of the seven colors of the 
rainbow as each color rep-
resenting another nuance 
of His love. God as our 
Papa in heaven provides 
an atmosphere of absolute 
belonging and absolute 
nurture. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus was saying, “Papa, the way fam-
ily functions in heaven, let it function here on earth.” As we learn by 
the Holy Spirit how that works, we become empowered to manifest 
that rule and reign of heaven on earth. We are made in His image 
and are designed to reveal His image. There are seven “Spirits of God” 
(Revelation 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6), and we are to see and reflect each of 

Our God in heaven  

is also our Papa.



84  The Seven Mountain Renaissance

those on earth just as they are in heaven. The further studying of Him, 
and the subsequent revealing of Him in this expanded perspective, is 
what the Era of Renaissance is all about.

4. Government

There is government in heaven. This may be a surprise to many 
who despise government here on earth, but heaven is not anarchy. 
Father God is fully in charge, and things run totally by His rules. 
However, everyone loves His rules and there is no rebellion. There is a 
glory to a properly run government, and it is one of the ways in which 
our Father shows His love to us. Everyone feels safe, and everyone 
knows that only just decisions are being made. When Jesus says, “On 
earth as it is in heaven,” one of the things He is saying is, “Papa, let the 
way government functions in heaven come function here on earth.” As 
we look to how heaven runs government, we the sons and daughters 
of the kingdom can demonstrate on earth what we are shown by the 
Holy Spirit about how heaven’s government runs. The principles of 
that government may be found throughout the Scriptures, ready and 
waiting to be mined by us.

5. Economy/Business

Yes, there is business in heaven. Heaven will not be about sitting 
around; rather, we will all be gainfully employed in what we were origi-
nally wired to do. Business in heaven is not about what makes you 
money, since there’s no need for money there. It’s about connecting 
your uniquely wired skill set with what needs to be done. This is how 
we are supposed to function on earth, as well.

Father is the great Provider who covers all our needs as we fulfill 
our calling. This is yet another way He showcases His love in heaven. 
He gives us the opportunity to do and to be what we were originally 
wired for, and He’s the One who takes care of economizing everything. 
He doesn’t just have billion-year-old structures and resources in heav-
en, but He continues daily to be Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord our Provision. 
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He is continually and constantly renewing heaven. We really do have 
mansions, and they are being built with His ongoing resourcefulness 
as we gain eternal rewards on earth. In the same way that He resources 
heaven, He is prepared to do on earth. Jesus was in essence praying, 
“Father, the way you run the economy of heaven, let that system and 
reality come to earth.” As we learn His heavenly system and download 
it here on earth, we further advance the on-earth aspects of our refor-
mation assignment.

6. Media/Communications

This may also be a surprise to some, but there is media in heaven. 
In heaven, communication is not only important but is an essential part 
of who God is. John 1:1 says that “in the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” If we know about the 
power of the media here on earth, then we can imagine just how knowl-
edgeable our Father is about that which is His essence. Everything in 
heaven runs on good news. Think about it: The inhabitants of heaven 
know better than we do what is going wrong on earth. They know ex-
actly how many people went to hell in the last twenty-four hours, yet 
that is not repeated on the evening news in heaven. The news in heaven 
is always good and always looks for the silver lining behind everything. 
God cares deeply about all the tragic things that happen here on earth, 
but He doesn’t consider the reviewing of those tragedies as helpful. He 
will tell only of the heroism within the tragedies, and this keeps every-
one encouraged, hopeful, and expectant.

Our Father is a brilliant Communicator, and His way of com-
municating is another facet of His love. Our earthly assignment is to 
discover the wisdom and glory of God’s communication system and 
to implement those principles here on earth. Referring to how we de-
feat Satan, Revelation 12:11 says, “And they overcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” The word “testimony” 
means evidence given, a record, report, or witness. Satan is overcome 
not just by what Jesus did on the cross but also by our repeating the 
correct “eyewitness news.” As we learn this standard of heaven, we can 
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implement on earth the rule and reign of heaven that coincides with 
this structure of society. We agree with Jesus when we pray, “Papa, 
the way media and communications work in heaven, let them work on 
earth.” Reformers will look into this and cause a Renaissance in our 
media reporting.

7. Celebration/Arts & Entertainment

Celebrating through creativity is huge in heaven. In Psalm 16:11, 
it says, “In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.” When God’s throne room is described in Revelation 4 

and 5, it becomes clear 
that it is a place of supreme 
creativity, with amazing 
creatures, sounds, colors, 
smells, and angels all in 
some kind of elaborate cre-
ative flow or orchestration. 
Our Father is introduced 
to us in Genesis 1:1 as 
Creator, and this is clearly 
a prime way He shows His 
love to us. In the Lord’s 
Prayer, Jesus was there-
fore also declaring, “Papa, 

let the way creativity is celebrated in heaven become a reality here on 
earth, as well.” A Renaissance in arts and entertainment will take place 
as we better understand the model in heaven and learn to reflect it here 
on earth. Presently, Christians are not particularly known for their 
creativity or innovation. That will be greatly changing in this Era of 
Renaissance. We will fully recognize that a major aspect of our assign-
ment on earth is to have the world in awe of God’s creativity, just as 
the elders and angels of heaven themselves are in awe of His majestic 
creativity. Our God loves to celebrate with that which is new, and it 

A major aspect of our 

assignment on earth is to 

have the world in awe of 

God’s creativity.
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will be a great joy for the coming generations to carry that aspect of 
who He is to the masses. It is a primary way that He loves.

So this is a taste of how we go from revival thinking to reformation 
thinking. It starts with knowing how much more there is to God, His 
kingdom, and His narrative, and then contending for it. The irony, of 
course, is that once we finally get on with the reformation mandate, 
revival and souls will come in like a deluge. When Jesus is lifted up, He 
draws all to Himself. (See John 12:32.) We have primarily been count-
ing on people’s fear of hell as their motivation to get saved, but there 
is a better way. Up to now, a sense of eternal insecurity has brought 
in much of the harvest, but in the coming days, the beauty and glo-
ry of God will win the hearts of the masses, and that harvest will be 
immense.

Trend #2: Transitioning from Church-mindedness to  
Kingdom-mindedness

After reading “Trend #1: Transitioning from Revival-mindedness 
to Reformation-mindedness,” this next trend could be seen as fairly 
obvious, but each trend progresses toward the next. One aspect of re-
vival thinking is all about the church. When you expand the purpose 
of revival into reformation, then you also expand into a kingdom-first 
focus. Jesus said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness…” (Matthew 6:33). Again, the kingdom of God is about a way of 
doing things and not just about conversion transactions.

The reason that a church focus presently dominates and perme-
ates the Mountain of Religion is that churches are, by and large, led 
by pastors. When pastors lead, they think of their mission in terms 
of “my church.” A true pastor is wired with many great qualities, but 
it is totally unnatural and therefore rare for him to think at a macro 
city-church level. This is why the biblical model for church leadership 
is first apostles and prophets: “Having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone” 
(Ephesians 2:20).
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Both true apostles and true prophets are gifted with macro vision 
and see all they do in the context of society, culture, city, nation, and 
God’s master narrative. The word apostle in the original Greek was 
not religious terminology. It was a military word used for the military 
leader that was in charge of bringing the culture of Rome to the most 
recently defeated nations and tribes. Rome had discovered that defeat-
ed nations and tribes would rebel and seek to revert back to their old 
identities unless Roman culture was intentionally transfused into the 
region. Therefore an “apostle” was sent to make sure that not only did 
a people militarily submit, but that they also would begin to culturally 
reflect Rome by speaking the same language, using the same money, 
adopting the same holidays, and so forth.

That God would transform and commission His twelve disciples 
into twelve apostles tells us that He not only wanted conversions, but 
He also wanted heaven’s ways of doing things to begin to be imple-
mented. He wanted heaven’s culture on earth. A local pastor in the 
truest sense has a basic inability to think that broadly, which is pre-
cisely what makes him so good at loving the local sheep. We definitely 
want true pastors, and we definitely don’t want to resent or negate 
them—it’s just that they are mismatched for the role they are generally 
expected to play. Militarily, it’s sort of like the MASH unit doctor try-
ing to fulfill the role of a general.

If a church is going to be kingdom-minded and raise kingdom-
focused people, then it must be led by the primary voice of an apostle. 
Presently, many who carry the title of apostle are just insecure pastors 
with baggage and extra pride. However, that will change. There are 
still real apostles, and they will continue to increase and populate the 
church until we are more in line with the biblical mandate of apostles 
first, with the other gifts following. (See 1 Corinthians 12:28.)

Once a church, a movement, or a denomination is led by an apos-
tle who sees from a macro perspective, we will begin to experience a 
much greater advance of the kingdom of God at large; the size of the 
apostle’s personal ministry will be a secondary matter. Many of the 
largest churches in the world have almost no apostolic influence on the 
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culture, and it’s because they are led by either a very charismatic pastor 
or someone who knew how to leverage marketing in order to grow. The 
masses are often drawn into adulation of gifted people, but if the gifted 
one does not also equip them for real life and for influencing the cul-
ture, then it’s a tragically wasted opportunity. These leaders may have 
effectively accomplished the first step of attracting a potential army, 
but they have failed to train, equip, and deploy them. A true apostle 
will always care more about training, equipping, and deploying than 
about the size of the crowd that follows him. Large congregations are 
notorious for being spectators rather than participants, and sadly that’s 
often because it satisfies the demands of the charismatic leader’s ego. 
Having a large congregation makes you famous on earth, but a crowd 
of nodding heads does nothing for a community or city. When you are 
a leader involved in training, equipping, and deploying, it makes you 
known in heaven. Soon there will be great churches that excel at both. 
Those leaders who truly seek first the kingdom of God will be satisfied 
with nothing less than reformation-minded congregants.

Kingdom-mindedness is about getting the salt of influence into so-
ciety. Church-mindedness is about salt being in the shaker and every 
grain of salt (the congregants) being accounted for and fought over with 
the other salt shakers (churches). Kingdom thinking has you occupied 
with getting light into the city, as Jesus instructed. Church think-
ing has you trying to extend only your own church’s fame. Kingdom 
thinking is more concerned about the nine-to-five, Monday-through-
Friday window, whereas church thinking just wants to have a success-
ful Sunday meeting (and, of course, a great offering). Renaissance will 
come to the church as kingdom thinking grows, creating a trend for 
the next several decades.

Trend #3: Transitioning from Kingdom-mindedness to  
Church-mindedness

Yes, you read it correctly. This may sound confusing and 
even contradictory, in light of the previous trend of going from 
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church-mindedness to kingdom-mindedness. Here is the explana-
tion—it’s all about proper placement and proper priority. In the same 
way that we would not build a foundation on top of a first floor, we 
cannot put first what needs to come second. But once the founda-
tion is laid, the building now becomes the priority. The church is im-
mensely valuable, but it must be built upon a kingdom grid. Once 
we make the transition from being overly focused on church to being 
focused on the kingdom first, we can then transition to building the 
church.

Many people have mistakenly assumed that the church and the lo-
cal church are really not important, but nothing could be further from 
the truth. Once we understand that the foundation is the kingdom, 
then it is in fact the church that is the most important part of the king-
dom. This is going to become increasingly important for us to be aware 
of as we advance. The church has lost much of its luster because of its 
improper placement and leadership. But have no doubt about it—the 
church will be a glorious thing in the coming days. Jesus said, “I will 
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 
16:18 kjv). He didn’t say that the kingdom would stem the gates of hell 
but that the church would. In Ephesians, when instructing husbands 
on how to love their wives, Paul said, “Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 5:25). 
We must remember that the church is still the bride of Christ, for 
whom He gave His life, “that He might present her to Himself a glori-
ous church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing” (verse 27). To 
further establish the church’s coming value, let’s read Ephesians 3:10:

To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heav-
enly places.

There is something that God is going to showcase even to princi-
palities and powers and it will be by the church!

And another portion of Ephesians:
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And [God] put all things under [Jesus’] feet, and gave Him to be 
the head over all things to the church, which is His body, the full-
ness of Him who fills all in all.”  (Ephesians 1:22–23)

Ultimately, nothing will ever be more important than being 
Christ’s body—and ultimately, all opposition will be put under the feet 
of the church, with Christ being the head. Therefore, I repeat, once we 
lay the foundation of the kingdom, there is nothing more important 
than the church. The kingdom is the divine mission, but the church is 
the divine romance, and together they give us the divine narrative. God 
is not just trying to get something done; He is producing and directing 
the greatest story ever told. So let’s become those who seek first the 
kingdom of God while not losing sight of the great value of His bride, 
the church.

Trend #4: The Explosion of New Church Wineskins

I believe that we will 
soon experience such 
a great harvest of souls 
that the existing church 
wineskins won’t do well 
at holding what comes 
in. (See, for example, 
Matthew 9:17.) When I 
talk about “wineskins,” 
I’m speaking of church 
structures. The coming 
harvest will bring in so 
many broken and frac-
tured people that the 
existing churches will 
struggle with how to 
properly assimilate them. Much of the church is presently a bit schizo-
phrenic, not knowing if it is more important to be the standard of 

Much of the church is 
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not knowing if it is 
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standard of righteousness 

or the example of 

unconditional love.
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righteousness or the example of unconditional love. This is something 
we will begin to resolve and address better and better as we advance 
in this Era of Renaissance. The answer to that dilemma is in the most 
common verse of the Bible:

For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  
 (John 3:16)

Note that this verse doesn’t start with, “For God so needed the 
world to know the rules that He gave His only Son….” God didn’t allow 
His Son to be crucified just to rehash the Ten Commandments. He 
needed the world to know that He was about relationship, not about 
rules. Furthermore, Jesus Himself told His disciples that when He 
would send them the Holy Spirit, it would be the Holy Spirit who 
would convict the world of their sins. (See John 16:8.) Things quickly 
turn into a mess when we try to do the Holy Spirit’s work for Him. 
To connect this point with a previous one, Calvin-based thinking de-
clares, “We have to get the world to behave.” Fox-based thinking, on 
the other hand, emphasizes, “We must make room for the Holy Spirit, 
because He is the One who convicts of sin.”

A very great harvest is coming, made up of homosexuals, trans-
vestites, druggies, the abused, the displaced, and the rejected, as well 
as the “up and outers” of society. Up and outers are those with social 
and economic privilege who are yet very broken. This harvest is going 
to require a lot of patience and love, and many church structures and 
denominations (old wineskins) will not be ready for the task. The ten-
dency of churches will be to worry about their holiness reputation; as a 
result, they won’t want to dirty their hands cleaning the new fish (baby 
Christians). This will initiate the dynamic that accompanies most re-
vival seasons, such as the Azusa revival in the early 1900s and the Jesus 
Movement of the 1960s, when multiple denominations were formed 
to hold the harvest of individuals who didn’t easily fit into the already 
established churches. Once again, people will be having such intense 
and personal experiences with the Holy Spirit that most churches will 
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not feel comfortable with them. Churches will once again theoretically 
want the Holy Spirit to show up, as long as He doesn’t really show up. 
Churches will once again accept the God who brings a tear to the eye, 
but not One who shakes the whole body. Once again, the “fish” will 
be so messy and stinky that churches will be torn between protecting 
what they already have and making room for the new. In this vacuum, 
many new churches will arise, along with many new ways of “doing 
church.” This will be a key component to the coming extreme make-
over of that organization that calls itself the church.

Seven Mountain Micro-churches, Daily Churches, 24/7 Churches, 
Home Churches, and Stadium Churches

Let’s go through a quick rundown of some other things that will be 
coming into view. These are meant to be understood more as examples 
than an exhaustive list. There will be Seven Mountain micro- or mini-
churches that will meet around their mountain assignments. These 
will be those that are so reformation-minded and kingdom-minded 
that they will seek the vehicle of advancement with the least distrac-
tion from their core assignment. It would be my recommendation that 
there be at least two mountains per micro-church, as it creates greater 
perspective. Certain mountains best facilitate certain other mountains. 
For example, the Mountain of Economy/Business and the Mountain of 
Celebration/Arts would go well together. The Mountain of Education 
and the Mountain of Family would also jointly function well. The 
Mountain of Media and the Mountain of Government would similar-
ly team up well. Other combinations could also work. Obviously, the 
Mountain of Economy/Business would be a good match with any one 
of the other mountains, because all advances require funding. Official 
or unofficial micro-churches have the opportunity to be for the king-
dom what Special Forces are to military advances.

I believe we will have so many new people coming in needing or 
wanting to encounter God every day that there will be churches that 
open their doors nightly for meetings. I also see 24/7 churches being 
raised up for the same reason, churches that will stay open and have 



94  The Seven Mountain Renaissance

services all day. People will be hungry and needy for encounters with 
God, His presence, His principles, and His people. A soon-coming 
revival will be the impetus for many 24/7 churches exploding onto the 
scene of Christianity.

Home churches are already exploding all over, and I expect that 
trend to increase indefinitely, as well. There will be some networks 
of these home churches that will have developed a healthy model for 
experiencing true relational Christianity. The present home church 
phenomenon is primarily about people seeking true connectivity and 
relationship. In the coming models, genuine reformation-mindedness 
will also be part of the DNA of many of these home church streams. 
Presently, many of these streams carry an end-of-days narrative as part 
of their identity, but this, too, will begin to change in a positive direc-
tion. True apostolic oversight and vision-casting will be key to this tak-
ing place. Some of it is already happening, but it will greatly increase as 
a home church dynamic in this Era of Renaissance.

Ultimately, there will be every kind of church expression and 
every size of church, including stadium churches, because of the im-
mense size of the harvest. There really is no biblical ideal as to where 
the church should meet. The early church met in homes, not because 
it was ideal but because it was the only place they could meet. Jesus 
clearly attempted to speak anywhere a crowd would come. He went 
to the temple and to synagogues, and He also went to individual 
homes. He spoke in open fields and mountain settings—anywhere 
two or more would gather in His name.

There is nothing wrong with multiple styles and models, and I 
think we are finally going to get comfortable with that reality. God 
made no two people on the planet the same. He is the Author of 
many looks and many styles, and He is okay with that as it relates to 
church models, too. This will allow for every person with every type 
of personality or background at any particular season of their life 
to be able to find some place to call home. Many will move around 
to other churches after they have grown as much as they can where 
they were attending. When you think according to a kingdom grid, 
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it’s no longer tragic for someone to leave a church and go to another. 
Yes, there is a danger in becoming a spiritual vagabond, but exces-
sive loyalty to one place can also lead to spiritual stagnation. The key 
in all of the above is obedience to the Holy Spirit. Whatever He is 
orchestrating will be good, and He must be the object of our focus 
and attention.

A Special Note on Apostolic and Prophetic Churches

This is a unique niche of churches that is presently exploding all 
over the globe. These churches attempt to intentionally fulfill the bib-
lical paradigm of apostle and prophet leadership. That is a very bold 
endeavor, and this group of churches will be a most important one to 
observe. They will make some of the greatest blunders with their new 
models, but out of this stream will ultimately come the greatest foun-
dations for the advancing church. Out of this classification of churches 
will come the models that show the greatest ability to advance the 
kingdom of God in a sustainable way and properly champion the ref-
ormation of society. Many of the early mistakes among churches in 
this niche have had to do with overemphasizing titles over function 
and with authoritarianism. As the years pass, there will be ongoing 
upgrades in this reformation-minded group, and by 2030, we will have 
New Testament-caliber apostles and prophets leading some of these 
networks.

Trend #5: Unprecedented Unity

I believe that one of the most significant trends we will see in 
Christianity between the years of 2015–2050 will be in the area of 
unity. Presently, one of the most damaging mentalities that exists 
among Christians is the one that fears false unities and one-world 
churches. There is more fear over ecumenism than over disunity. 
Many believers carry such paranoia and expectation of end-time di-
saster and chaos that they find the dark lining in every silver cloud. 
For example, Pope Francis is a genuine Christian with a true heart 
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for love, respect, and unity in the body of Christ. He has reached 
out across the Christian aisle to leaders of various movements and 
denominations, speaking on Jesus’ heart for unity as expressed in 
John 17. However, many Christians are releasing warnings of how 
the pope’s efforts at unity portend the end of days because it is a false 
unity between a harlot church and the real church. There are sev-
eral problems with this perspective. First, we must cease calling the 
Catholic Church the “harlot church,” since we, too, have played the 
harlot all over our own religious spectrum of Protestantism. Second, 
this belief falls way below the standard of endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the faith. Might Pope Francis have some imperfect doc-
trines? I am sure that is true. Might I have some imperfect doctrines? 
I am sure that is true, as well. However, we both agree that salvation 
comes only through the blood of Jesus Christ, and we both love and 
cherish the Holy Spirit and His work on earth. That is a basis for a 
significant amount of unity.

Catholics have over a 
billion adherents around 
the world, and in that 
group are many, many 
true believers who love 
God and are filled with 
the Holy Spirit (120–160 
million). If there is un-
acceptable idolatry and 
too much veneration for 
Mary in the institution, 
nowhere in the Bible does 
it give permission to reject 

as brothers and sisters those who overly respect Mary—particularly 
so if these are ones who clearly have a living relationship with Jesus 
Christ, whom they see as their Redeemer. The Scriptures tell us that 
whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved (see, for ex-
ample, Romans 10:13); it doesn’t say that whosoever has perfect the-
ology will be saved. Once we have the central theology correct—that 

It is a Pharisee spirit 

that separates over 

relatively trivial matters.
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salvation is through Jesus Christ—then much of the rest of it has to 
be left to the judgment of God. It is a Pharisee spirit that separates 
over relatively trivial matters.

To generalize, some say that the Catholics have their doctrinal 
door too wide open, allowing too many extraneous beliefs. However, to 
generalize again, I say that most evangelicals have their doctrinal door 
too restricted by not even allowing the Holy Spirit Himself to show 
up. If I had to choose which is the worse offense, I believe it would be 
the latter. I think that it is perhaps better to have excessive veneration 
for Mary and the saints and yet be very open to the Holy Spirit and 
His presence, His power, His gifts, His healing, and His authority 
over demons and so forth, than to have the correct view on the matter 
of Mary and the saints and yet be closed to the work of the Holy Spirit 
and all its fullness.

Ultimately, I can think of almost no doctrine that is worse than 
one that squelches the Holy Spirit, because He is the Promise sent 
by the Father to assist us in bringing heaven to earth. Without Him, 
we are just warring with concepts and ideas. It’s the Holy Spirit who 
makes the difference because of His presence and power. Also, unless 
we embrace the Holy Spirit, the desired unity will not be forthcoming. 
He is the Helper for all things, and not least of what He helps with 
is unity. So, despite the naysayers—who will always be among us—a 
progressively increasing element of the church will desire unity. A 
reformation-minded church will always have a greater heart for unity 
than will a revival-minded church. Reformers realize the need to join 
forces with other reformers.

A Final Note on the Mountain of 
Religion 2015–2050

I have spoken very little about the other religions on this mountain. 
Islam has over one billion adherents, and Buddhists and Hindus num-
ber in the hundreds of millions each. There are also lesser religions, 
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such as the Jews, who alone number approximately 14 million world-
wide. The kingdom of God will continue to press into these religious 
strongholds, and over the next thirty-five years, there will be multiple 
millions from each of these major groups who will be attracted to the 
love of Christ flowing out from those who know Him as Lord and 
Savior.

Christianity will be progressively more attractive in the coming 
years. There is presently a war over the identity of Christianity, but the 
forces of love will continue to strengthen, and the forces of dead reli-
gion will continue to weaken. Those who carry a hope-filled narrative 
will continue to lead and thrive, and those who carry the religious wet 
blanket of doom and judgment will increasingly lose their audience 
(though they will always retain some audience because misery does, 
after all, love company).

The battlefield within the church is over the true nature of God. 
By 2020, there will be greater and greater agreement about who He 
really is. There will always be distorters of His image on this Mountain 

of Religion and even 
in the church, but our 
children’s generation 
will be much more com-
fortable with the idea 
of a God who is good, 
loving, relational, and 
merciful—as opposed 
to a God who is stern, 
obsessed with behavior, 
and prone to explosions 
of vengeful judgment. 
Yes, as stated earlier, 

God is concerned about sin, but only because He loves us. His hatred 
of sin is based on the fact that it separates His children from Him; it’s 
not based on some ethereal hatred for unrighteousness. Our God is ut-
terly relational, and this characteristic far supersedes any other aspect 

An on-fire, loving church 

that has a hopeful 

perspective on life will be 

globally advancing by 2050.
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of Him we might want to highlight. When your identity is one of love, 
as His is, you have identified yourself as relational at a core level.

By 2020, the advancing church will be known for her hope. By 
2030, the advancing church will be known for her faith. By 2040, she 
will be begin to be known, as never before, by her love. An on-fire, 
loving church that has a hopeful perspective on life will be globally 
advancing by 2050, walking in unprecedented signs, wonders, and su-
pernatural manifestations of power. There will be resistance, and there 
will be war, but this “age of the restoration of all things” will be in 
full bloom at that time. There will be at least fifty nations that will be 
walking in a high level of national transformation. In these fifty-plus 
nations, evil will be in full flight mode, and it will actually be popular 
to be a Christian. This is going to happen. Believe it, and help it to be-
come your nation’s reality.


